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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THORACIC SURGERY 
Annual meeting notes 
The Seventy-Eighth Annual Meeting of The American Association for Thoracic Surgery took place at the Hynes Convention Center, May 3-6, 1998, in Boston, Massachusetts. A new record for atten-
dance was set at this meeting with 5650 registrants, including almost 2500 surgeons. 
The Seventh Annual Symposium on Congenital Heart Disease was conducted on Sunday, May 3, 1998. 
Directed by John E. Mayer, MD, this popular course attracted over 300 physicians and had a faculty of 15 
distinguished members and guests. In addition to this postgraduate course, a General Thoracic Surgery 
Symposium entitled "International Perspectives on Surgery for Esophageal Cancer" was also conducted 
on Sunday, May 3. Directed by Dr Richard H. Feins and Leslie 1. Kohman and with a faculty of 14 mem-
bers and guests, this symposium attracted over 200 physicians. An Adult Cardiac Surgery Symposium also 
took place this year on Sunday. Chaired by Dr Delos M. Cosgrove III, this symposium included 17 facul-
ty and covered such topics as options for aortic valve surgery and minimally invasive surgery. This sym-
posium was attended by close to 1200 physicians. 
The Cardiac Biology and General Thoracic Surgery Biology Clubs met on Sunday, May 3, and enter-
tained significant informal discussion on research issues in their respective fields. 
The ever-popular Cardiothoracic Residents' Luncheon on Tuesday, May 5, 1998, attracted over 200 
residents, who were able to enjoy informal dialogue with selected leaders in the specialty. 
The Pre~;ident, Dr Floyd D. Loop, presented his views on the past and future of the specialty in his 
Presidential Address, entitled 'The First Living and the Last Dying." In his address, Dr Loop empha-
sized the importance of maintaining the doctor/patient relationship and the leadership role that thoracic 
surgeons should take in managing socioeconomic and political affairs as they affect the speciality. The 
Honored Guest Speaker was Dr Kenneth Taylor of London, England. He spoke eloquently on the con-
tinuing importance of including perfusion instruction in the basic training regimen of cardiothoracic 
surgeons in his presentation, entitled "A Practical Affair." 
Dr Lawrence H. Cohn chaired the Local Arrangements Committee, which provided a varied and enter-
taining array of social events. Mrs Cohn chaired the Spouses' Hospitality Committee and provided all 
spouses with a host of opportunities in Boston. A "Welcome to Boston" Reception was conducted Sunday 
evening in the Exhibit Hall of the Hynes Convention Center, and the Annual Members' Reception was 
conducted Tuesday evening at the Museum of Science. The Association extends its thanks to Dr and Mrs 
Cohn and their committee for their outstanding efforts on behalf of this meeting. 
At the annual Executive Session, the following officers were elected: Lawrence H. Cohn, MD, President; 
Delos M. Cosgrove III, MD, Vice President; Tirone E. David, MD, Secretary; and Andrew S. Wechsler, 
MD, Treasurer. Floyd D. Loop, MD, was elected to the Council for a I-year term succeeding David B. 
Skinner, MD, and G. Alexander Patterson, MD, was elected to a 4-year term on the Council. 1. Gordon 
Scannell, MD, remains Historian, and John A. Waldhausen, MD, continues as Editor of The Journal of 
Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery. 
Amendments to the Association's by-laws were adopted, which changed the composition of the Pro-
gram Committee to include 13 members with the Editor now having a vote. 
The Seventy-ninth Annual Meeting of the Association will be conducted April 18-21, 1999, at the 
Hilton Riverside Hotel and New Orleans Convention Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
The following 24 new active members were elected, bringing total membership in the Association to 
1102. 
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Active Members 
Torkel H. Aberg, Umea, Sweden 
Gabriel S. Aldea, Boston, Mass 
Bradley S. Allen, Chicago, III 
Vladimir Alexi-Meskishvili, Berlin, Germany 
Sary F. Arnaki, Boston, Mass 
Lenox D. Baker, Jr, Norfolk, Va 
Rafael Espada, Houston, Tex 
Donald D. Glower, Durham, NC 
Peter Goldstraw, London, United Kingdom 
Paul J. Hendry, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
Soichiro Kitamura, Kashihara, Nara, Japan 
Reiner Korfer, Bad Oeynhausen, Germany 
Stephen 1. Lahey, Boston, Mass 
Richard D. Mainwaring, San Diego, Calif 
Announcement of 1999 Annual Meeting 
The Seventy-ninth Annual Meeting of The American Association for Thoracic Surgery will be held April 
18-21,1999, in New Orleans, Louisiana, at the Ernest N. 
Morial Convention Center. Headquarters for the meeting 
will be the New Orleans Hilton Riverside Hotel. The 
meeting of the Association is open to all physicians. 
House Officers and Fellows will be admitted without 
payment of a registration fee upon presentation of a let-
ter from their Chief of Service either during pre-registra-
tion or at the time of registration. Nonmember physi-
cians will be required to pay a $250 registration fee. 
Members, nonmember physicians, and invited speakers 
will have the privilege of discussing papers. 
Requests for preregistration forms and hotel reservations 
Information on the 1999 Annual Meeting, including 
registration, hotel accommodations, and the social pro-
gram, will be available in November of 1998. Requests 
should be forwarded directly to: 
American Association for Thoracic Surgery 
Thirteen Elm Street 
Manchester, MA 01944 
(978) 526-8330; fax (978) 526-7521; 
e-mail: aats@prri.com 
Registration and hotel information will be available 
on our website at aats.org. 
The Journal of Thoracic and 
Cardiovascular Surgery 
October 1998 
David C. McGiffin, Birmingham, Ala 
R. Scott Mitchell, Stanford, Calif 
Darroch W. O. Moores, Albany, NY 
Anees J. Razzouk, Loma Linda, Calif 
Christo I. Tchervenkov, Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
Cecil C. Vaughn, Phoenix, Ariz 
Ludwig K. von Segesser, Lausanne, Switzerland 
Henry L. Walters III, Detroit, Mich 
Yoh Watanage, Kanazawa, Japan 
Douglas E. Wood, Seattle, Wash 
Honorary Member 
Kenneth M. Taylor, London, England 
Tirone E. David, MD, Secretary 
Call for abstracts 
For the first time, authors submitting abstracts for the 
1999 Annual Meeting will have the option of electronic 
submission. Abstracts submitted electronically for con-
sideration for presentation at the 1999 meeting must 
have been received on or before October 16, 1998. 
Paper abstract submissions must have been received on 
or before October 2, 1998. Abstracts received after the 
respective deadlines will not be considered by the 
Program Committee. The work must not have been pre-
sented or reported elsewhere. 
Electronic submission 
Deadline for submission is October 16, 1998. You are 
encouraged to submit your abstract electronically either 
on diskette or via the world wide web. AATS will pro-
vide a diskette in either MS Windows or MAC or you 
may download the diskette software at www.aats.org/ 
annual meeting/abstract submission. The electronic sub-
mission diskette contains all necessary instructions and 
you may copy the diskette to submit more than one 
abstract or share with a colleague. All abstract submis-
sions must be in the structured format as required by The 
Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery. The 
structured abstract is to contain the following major 
headings: Objective(s), Methods, Results, and Conclu-
sions, and it should clearly reflect the content of the 
completed paper. No reference should be made on the 
abstract to the names or institutions of the authors. 
